Introduction

Background/rationale 2, Yes
Explain the scientific background and rationale for the investigation being reported Objectives
3, Yes
State specific objectives, including any prespecified hypotheses
Methods
Study design 4, Yes
Present key elements of study design early in the paper Setting
5, Yes
Describe the setting, locations, and relevant dates, including periods of recruitment, exposure, follow-up, and data collection Explain how the study size was arrived at In the Norwegian national study standard power calculations at the hospital level in national user experience surveys were followed, this study is at the aggregated national level and separate power calculations is not necessary because of the large sample size. Because of the low population rate on the Faroe islands, all patients discharged from the three hospitals (during the inclusion period in the study) were included in the pilot study. 500 patients were randomly selected in the three pilots in Finland, Norway, and Sweden. 500 persons are standard procedure in pilots in the Scandinavian countries because that usually results in 2-300 responses which are preferable for the statistical analysis and for the factor analysis.
Quantitative variables 11, Yes Explain how quantitative variables were handled in the analyses. If applicable, describe which groupings were chosen and why (a) Describe all statistical methods, including those used to control for confounding: principal component analysis (PCA), internal consistency by itemtotal correlation and Cronbach's alpha. Test-retest was conducted in the Norwegian national study. (c) Explain how missing data were addressed. Give the source of funding and the role of the funders for the present study and, if applicable, for the original study on which the present article is based *Give information separately for exposed and unexposed groups.
Note: An Explanation and Elaboration article discusses each checklist item and gives methodological background and published examples of transparent reporting. The STROBE checklist is best used in conjunction with this article (freely available on the Web sites of PLoS Medicine at http://www.plosmedicine.org/, Annals of Internal Medicine at
